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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to tine Amendment filed on 10/24/07. Claim 1 
has been amended. Claim 10 has been cancelled. Claims 1-9 and 11-23 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9 and 11-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Capazario et al. (2003/0154141) in view of Huang et al. (6,151,582) and further in 
view of Dovolis (2001/0034609). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Capazario discloses a system for use by a sales administrator for 
allocating product, comprising: an accounts interface for allowing the sales administrator 
to define accounts for product allocation (See Capazario, Page 1 , Paragraphs 0002- 
0003); a products interface for allowing the sales administrator to define products for 
allocation (See Capazario, Page 2, Paragraph 0013); an allocation interface that 
enables the sales administrator to assign an allocation method for each defined product 
(See Capazario, Page 7, Paragraph 0088). 

Capazario does not explicitly disclose a computer program that summarizes 
analysis statistics by allocation method, time and products; a statistics interface that 
displays the summarized analysis statistics and enables the sales administrator to 
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perform a historical analysis of product performance by account; a computer program 
that allocates a launch quantity to each account for a new product launch and allocates 
product to each account for replenishment of a previously launched product based on 
the allocation method assigned to the product. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Huang. In particular, 
Huang suggests that the system having a computer program that summarizes analysis 
statistics by allocation method, time and products (See Huang, Col.44, lines 55-67 to 
Col.45, line 14); a statistics interface that displays the summarized analysis statistics 
and enables the sales administrator to perform a historical analysis of product 
performance by account (See Huang, Col.93, lines 38-67); a computer program that 
allocates a launch quantity to each account for a new product launch and allocates 
product to each account for replenishment of a previously launched product based on 
the allocation method assigned to the product (See Huang, Fig.49; Col.31, lines 39-55; 
Col.32, lines 24-52). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Huang within the system of Capazario with the 
motivation of allowing the manufacturer or vendor to plan the supply of goods and 
services for a customer that integrates all information about a product, including current, 
past and projected future sales and inventory, into a feasible replenishment plan (See 
Huang, Col.2, lines 11-16). 

In addition, as best understood, Capazario and Huang do not explicitly disclose 
"to a plurality of locations", "each account corresponding to at least one said location in 
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said plurality of locations", "among said plurality of locations", "and/or reassign", "the 
allocation method being at least one of a fixed allocation method, a static allocation 
method, and a dynamic allocation method", "and in accordance with a predefined 
business allocation goal provided by the sales administrator for the plurality of 
locations". 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Dovolis. In 
particular, Dovolis suggests that the system having "to a plurality of locations", "each 
account corresponding to at least one said location in said plurality of locations", 
"among said plurality of locations", "and/or reassign", "the allocation method being at 
least one of a fixed allocation method, a static allocation method, and a dynamic 
allocation method", "and in accordance with a predefined business allocation goal 
provided by the sales administrator for the plurality of locations" (See Dovolis, Page 8, 
Paragraph 0091 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Dovolis within the collective teachings of 
Capazario and Huang with the motivation of providing a system and method for 
managing personal and/or business assets (See Dovolis, Fig.9; Page 1, Paragraph 
0002). 

The remaining features are rejected for the same reasons given in the prior 
Office Action, and incorporated herein. 
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(B) As per claim 2, Capazario discloses the system further including a redistribute 
procedure that uses product availability measures to redistribute the allocations based 
on product availability and allocation methods used (See Capazario, Page 2, 
Paragraphs 0018-0019; Page 4, Paragraph 0051). 

(C) As per claim 3, Huang discloses the system further including an allocation 
interface that shows the allocations for a selected product (See Huang, Col.31 , lines 30- 
55). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated 
herein. 

(D) As per claim 4, Huang discloses the system wherein the allocation interface 
enables the sales administrator to make manual adjustments to the computer generated 
allocations (See Huang, Col.26, lines 63-67 to Col.27, line 15). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated 
herein. 

(E) As per claim 5, Huang discloses the system further including a procedure that 
loads the allocations into an order processing system (See Huang, Col.51, lines 5-21). 
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The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and Incorporated 
herein. 

(F) As per claim 6, Huang discloses the system, wherein the products Interface 
enables products groups to be defined (See Huang, Col .93, lines 38-52). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated 
herein. 

(G) As per claim 7, Huang discloses the system wherein the accounts interface 
enables account groups to be defined, and the allocation interface enables an account 
group to be selected for display of the allocation (See Huang, Col. 93, lines 2-36). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated 
herein. 

(H) As per claim 8, Huang discloses the system wherein the redistribute procedure 
takes product advertisement information into account when redistributing allocations 
(See Huang, Col.50, lines 10-45). 
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The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and Incorporated 
herein. 

(I) As per claim 9, Huang discloses the system further Including an Interface to an 
ad planning system which provides the advertisement information to the system (See 
Huang, Col.55, lines 39-50). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated 
herein. 

(J) As per claim 1 1 , Huang discloses the system further including a logging function 
that enables display of revision history for allocations (See Huang, Col. 103, lines 36- 
56). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated 
herein. 

(K) As per claim 12, Huang discloses the system wherein the statistics Interface 
displays historical information for related products for use by the sales administrator in 
making allocation decisions (See Huang, Col. 108, lines 54-67 to Col. 109, line 18; 
Col.111, lines 1-11). 
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The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Capazario, Huang and 
Dovolis are as discussed above in the rejection of claim 1 above, and Incorporated 
herein. 

(L) As per claim 13, Capazario discloses in a system for use by a sales administrator 
for allocating product to a plurality of locations, a method comprising: receiving, via an 
accounts interface, input from the sales administrator defining accounts for product 
allocation, each said account corresponding to at least one said location in said plurality 
of locations (See Capazario, Page 1 , Paragraphs 0002-0003); receiving, via a products 
Interface, Input from the sales administrator defining products for allocation among said 
plurality of locations (See Capazario, Page 2, Paragraph 0013); receiving, via an 
allocation interface, input from the sales administrator assigning and/or reassigning an 
allocation method for each defines product (See Capazario, Page 7, Paragraph 0088). 

Capazario does not explicitly disclose that the system having the allocation 
method being either a static allocation method or a dynamic allocation method; 
summarizing analysis statistics by allocation method, time and products; displaying, via 
a statistics Interface, the summarized analysis statistics, the statistics Interface enabling 
the sales administrator to perform a historical analysis of product performance by 
account. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Huang. In particular, 
Huang suggests that the system having the allocation method being either a static 
allocation method or a dynamic allocation method (See Huang, Fig.4; Col.6, lines 45-67; 
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Col. 8, lines 30-49); summarizing analysis statistics by allocation method, time and 
products (See Huang, Col.44, lines 55-67 to Col.45, line 14); displaying, via a statistics 
interface, the summarized analysis statistics, the statistics interface enabling the sales 
administrator to perform a historical analysis of product performance by account (See 
Huang, Col.93, lines 38-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Huang within the system of Capazario with the 
motivation of allowing the manufacturer or vendor to plan the supply of goods and 
services for a customer that integrates all information about a product, including current, 
past and projected future sales and inventory, into a feasible replenishment plan (See 
Huang, Col.2, lines 11-16). 

As best understood, Capazario and Huang do not explicitly disclose the system 
having allocating a launch quantity to each account for a new product launch and 
allocating product to each account for replenishment of a previously launched product, 
based on the allocation method assigned to the product and in accordance with a 
predefined business allocation goal provided by the sales administrator for the plurality 
of locations. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Dovolis. In particular, 
Dovolis suggests that the system having allocating a launch quantity to each account for 
a new product launch and allocating product to each account for replenishment of a 
previously launched product, based on the allocation method assigned to the product 
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and in accordance witli a predefined business allocation goal provided by the sales 
administrator for the plurality of locations (See Dovolis, Page 8, Paragraph 0091 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Dovolis within the collective teachings of 
Capazario and Huang with the motivation of providing a system and method for 
managing personal and/or business assets (See Dovolis, Fig.9; Page 1, Paragraph 
0002). 

(M) Claims 1 4-23 repeat the limitations of the underlying process steps of the 
elements of claims 2-9 and 11-12, respectively. As the various elements of claims 2-9 
and 11-12 and have been shown to be either disclosed by or obvious in view of the 
collective teachings of Capazario, Huang and Dovolis, it is apparent that the method 
disclosed by the applied prior art performs the recited underlying functions. As such, the 
limitations recited in claims 14-23 are rejected for the same reasons given above for 
systems claims 2-9 and 11-12, and incorporated herein. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on 1 0/24/07 with respect to claims 1 -9 and 1 1 -23 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not the applied prior art teaches system and 
method of managing inventory (6,961 ,709) and client-side E-Commerce and Inventory 
Management system, and method (2003/0014317). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zeender, Ryan Florian can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3627 

Vanel Frenel 
Art Unit 3627 
January 15, 2008 



